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Today, Version 1.0 of Charles River Church comes to an &vie. | Forthe Bible text for this talk Click
began worshiping weekly right here at teATCH School, exactly 3 | (or control -click) 1 Corinthians 13:1-13
years ago, on the first Sunday of January, 2005. (We were called | (You must be connected to the Internet)
0Church X6 then.) Now todays t Jant
our last worshipgathering at the MATCH School. And it thest one in which we think of ourselves a stanehlone
church. Beginning next week, we will be meeting at the Cambridge location of the Vineyard Christian Fellowship of
Greater BostonFrom now until June, things will continue pretty much as now, with Creative Liturgical Worship and
Night for Youth each happening once per month. The times are being moved a little later to better coordinate with the
Vineyardds schedul e, and the week shweekdthédomontm and lituegicad r s e
worshiponthe 2, asyousawii t he announcements. River Rangers i S cC(
remain a separate entity, funded by donations from our regulars and from the last $15,000 tranche of our Trinity Grant.
John and | will continue to be paid by CharlesgRi@hurch, although John has dropped down to a ¥4 time salary
already, and I 6m dropping down to i time salary this
our gatherings and programs will come under the umbrella of the Vineyard.

Ina very real sense, this is a sad occasion, because it represents our failure to thrive in the way we hoped and
expected when we began. I n another sense, I think it
being a community of Gothgether. Andl t h i n k opportrsty tadeethat Gadhas much greater things in
store for us in our new configuration.

Letds start with the sadness of coming to the end o
numberofr easons. One is that we had hopes that werenot f
WAL _y@;u? 200 peo_ple each week after 3 years. That would have; made usustfining, rather than
Power Source? depending on outside grants. We hoped to have multiple Ig&day age groups, and a cadre of
“ 1 Y lively storytellers and doorkeepers. We hoped to have at least 12 small groups in

R neighborhoods convenient to the places each of us \We.hoped to have to hold a new
members class every 3 months to keep up with all tieevcomers, and to have classes with
names like Preparing for Baptism, Prayer as a Practical Way of Life, Ladder of the Beatitudes ar
Redemptive Leadership. We hoped to have a full schedule of events for people interested in
exploring Christian faith, sticas Alpha at Work, Spiritual Explorers, Theology on Tap, and Art
and Faith. We never got big enough to offer these things to our members and our surrounding
community. We prayed diligently to find the location God was leading us to, and we concluded
R Ednetusgll twas here in All ston. Maybe we were wrong, C
case, we never [mame a true part of the Allstoocommunity.

Many of us here today can remember when we each took a sheet of paper and drew a picture of what we wante
church to be. I dondt think we became most of what t|I
communityil each otherfi is now in a perilous state. We invested in the chutolgethersacrificed, drove long
distances week after weekteeb t oget her. And now thereds the danger w
without Charles River Church as a staatbne community to keep us coming togethterery week, we will slowly lose
the closeness that wenfewsaldeetkaplecanireallysag.d. That makes
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Al t hough wedre sad, there are also things to celebr
church plant, we had three main points: Powered by God for daily life and work; A church{churchy peple; and
Fresh, Ancient, Biblical and Spiritual. We had some successes worth celebrating in all three of these areas.

Under OPowered by Godo6 by daily Iife, | think we su
can become a good churduver, but on how you can live life to the max every day by following Jesus. Some of my
happiest memories are the times when people told me that one of my talks was a practical help for life at work or home
or in the community. We had some great talks by otlleembers of the church besides me: Cliff Hayden, Weezie
Petrie, Johanna Beers, Marie Koch Williams, Laura Wooster, David 8imgViessenger, Jim Carson, John Mayer
Spressert, Jeff Barneson, Tara Edelschick, and Kim Marie Nicols, the director of tharygagearitremember those
tal ks, and | got a | ot more out of them for real I


http://www.biblegateway.com/bible?version=NLT&passage=1%20Corinthians%2013:1-13

Under Fresh, Ancient, Biblical and Spiritual, | think we succeeded in creating g
genuinely creative, genuinely liturgical wopsgattering. A total of 401 people have
attended at least one Charles River Church worship gathering, and by and large
have good things to say about. | like the way we use the ancient liturgy with a fres owered
energy. | like the artwork that people creaturing worship. | love the music. | reall by God for
really Il ove the music. And | think daily life and bl i ceé
make us legalistic or obscuréou know what? Charles River Church has been fun. work

church for| resh

Under a Church for urChurchy People, Iti nk it 6s been mi un-churchy| . not
done very well getting unchurched people to become regular participants in our people (church-| OO
worship gathering. At no time have goerswelcometoal)| plritual eopl e
churchgoers from way back, with a few important exceptions. flitebetter at this -ihlical
in our small groups. The groups in Jamaica Plain, Belmont and Carlisfe favgad,
in the case of JR a total of about 20 regular participants with no significant
relationship to any Chri st i aasigcifltantritharh ys |
the 401 people who have attended worship. With respect to people under age 35,
thatds al so mixed. I  was dywoung gdblts &ctilve ih theschurcls. [t seemed)likewie e n |
finally had a slastl andiwe baaesteadmitBhattwe did not ducoged dhincluding the generation from
18 to 35 that is distressingly underrepresented in al
about peopl e aged 1 t otgrbup,.atfidtevihvGedlydlaynand thea Wwith Night far outh, h a
and now with River Rangers too. Thatoés worth cel ebr at

I think that trying to be a church for ushurchy people has also given us a more missional outlook. The Six of
Hearts projectisoe c hi ef way wedve gone about this. Before em
Jesus was mostly focused on doing things with other Christians. Being part of this church has turned my attention more
and more towards people that Christdie and rose to |ife for, but who dono

neighbors than | ever did before. | long to bless them in practical ways, to help them, to serve them. And | keep prayinc
for the ultimate blessing for them, that they will come todw Jesus Christ as their savior.

But more important than what we have accomplishedlgat we have become. We have grown to love each other
deeper than ever over the last three years. | can hardly say how much you all in this church have been anyck for
family. We have a home here, after feeling spiritually homeless for almost 10 years. My daughters have experienced w
it means to follow Jesus in a loving community of friends. | have experienced this as a community of support, of
friendship, of encamgement, of joy, of truth,orsetfi vi ng | ove. Letds celebrate th

So as we come to this day, there is mourning and th
attemptingtobeastand | one church, but We®re mnt tdheasviaryg ttoo bexio
a circle within the Vineyard Christian Fell owship. We
yet . I't reminds me of what the ANowwesé thing? anpdrfectlyiasiirtae t o

cloudy mirror, but then we will see everything with perfect clarity. All that | know now is
partial and incomplete, but then | will know everything completely, just as God now
knows me completely. 0i Tigabatikt atothesi tag
cloudy mirror. | thought God was calling us to start this church and leading us in the
direction we took. Why didndét it work ou
younger, unchurched people? Should weehuilt a strong network of small groups

before starting weekly worship? Did | spend too much time preparing talks and worship
and not enough inviting people to come? Were we faithful in prayer and practice? Should

have kept the named i0tChtuo cohT hXed Orro scshiamgée i nst ead of 0
probably has | ots of ideas about these questions, but
l ooking in a cloudy mirror. CGowwebhobwgnoawndBsodtmaegaygonl

Paul wrote these words about church life. This chapter is often read at weddings, but Paul is not talking about the
love of a man and a woman. You can know this two ways. One is that if you happen to know Greekujeloo& up
that the word t agapahichadfeesdo the kve ofla comeunityi netoswhich refers to the love of
a man and womarT.he other is that this chapter comes right after chapter 12, which is all about how God gives all kinds
of spiritual gifts to the members of a church for the purpose of building up the church in its mission. And it comes right
before chapter 14, which tells churches how to organize their mission and their worship. Chapter 13 is about how to be
a church.



