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Look around you. Charles River Church is on the verge of eith (You must be connected to the Internet)
taking off or sinking. Wéavethe most active group of people ever,
covering all of theage ranges except older adults. Wexently finished a small group session that reegh different
small groups to cover our various neighborhoods, and a lot of people joined groups who had never come to church
before. Some them havértome yet. Thal pretty cool, that there are people we know, who like to hang out with us,
beyond thewalls of the MATCH School. These days, when | 88lgase let the band come up for communion firéin
not just majestically referring to Texas John. &éegot a puth group going that people from other churches like to
come to. How cool is that? We have all kinds of ideas blooming, such as the coffee shop, service projects, mission trip:
more small groups .

If wedie on the verge of taking off,& because 8as is making a difference in our lives AND because through our
church, Jesus is making a difference in the livethefs. | mean, thak the only purpose for starting a new church, so
that you can add one more way to the world that God uses to make a difference in pedipds. Right? This church
exists because it could be a way for people to get into following Jesaad having that make a difference in their lives
fi  who might not find that in the churches that were already around. Otherwise &Hhe point?

Anyway || talked last week about paying attentitmthe differencethat following Jesus might be making in your life.
went to the book of Romanschapter 6jn the Bible and identifiedour areas of lifén whichfollowing Jesus can make a
difference 1) in your body,2) in giving3) in doing what is right, and) in making you free withoubeing aimless.
suggested ways to explore theaeeasin your own life. Did anyone try one the ways who wants to tell us abouit
now?

This week lefs move onto helping someone else engage how following Jesus might make a difference in their life.
Once you have a sense of how following Jesus is making a difference in your life, you are ready to help someone else
e B S ' explore how following Jesus might make a difference in their lib¢.that you push

Mg . | them to have the same experience you h@vehat would be silly.They aren you,
and their experience is going to be different from youBsit youcan be helpful to
them becauséave a basis for expecting tHatlowingJesis will make a difference in
their lifef since it does in your and becausgou have some sender how to
recognize, and cultivate and live out that difference. That makes you sort of an
experienced travelling companion with theXou could help someone explore how
== following Jesus might make a difference in their lives because you might have some
experience in exploring how following Jesuakes a difference in your life?

So how do youdo that? First of all, if you want to engage them in how following Jesus could make andéiare
their lifeyou have to be a genuine participamtheir lifeSo you can throw out the kind alevangelisdin which them
following Jesus is an etahat occursin yourhead byyour something so brillianthat they are instantly converted by
the strengthof your owitnesso If you happen to be C.S. Lewis or John Stott or N.T. Wright, then go ahead and write
something so powerful that strangers waick it up, read it and become followgof Jesus. For the rest of ute first
step is to genuinely participate in peo@léves.

In other words, the reason you would even considargaging people aboutifmving Jesus because/ou already
care about them, and yoknow what going in their lifeand you have reason to hope that following Jesus might make
their life better in some wayThere® no formula for this, other than caring for someone and paying imaginative
attention to how their life and Gd& goodness come together. duld anexample help?

OK, here® an example. | used to work for a management consulting firm. One of the partners in the firm thought |
was too stiff and resered with clients. So he sent me to a management coach in New York to get helpsNewvas a
trained professional, and it only took her about 30 minutes to become aware that my ngad#ncyis to quickly race
to conclusions about peoplé in other words to be judgmental@n going to talk in a couple minutes about ywbeing
judgmental is garticularlydebilitating problem in life, but in this particular case the problem was that it made me stiff
and reserved with clients because | was trying teelmd/ negativeeonclusionabout them.So | just put up a mask so
they couldrd see what | really thought about them.


http://www.biblegateway.com/bible?version=NIV&passage=Psalm%20139:1-18

The coachquickly became aware that a difference | needed in my life was to become lesstalgBet she didi
judge me about that. Instead she gave me a specific bgpa.seem to be a curious persowhat if you could turn
your awareness of other people into curiosity instead of judgnieste offered.oFor
instance | thinkdn right to saythat if someone pulled up to the door in a bright yellow
Ferrari, you would form a @gative judgment about thenat they were sendulgent to
buy such aexpensivecar, that they were egotistical tohoose such a show color, eéd.
had to admit she wasght. oNow try thisé she saidasee if you can turn the judgment 2
into curiosity.® wonder why this person chose to buy a Ferrari? | wonder what about
the color yellow appeals to ther@Do you think you could do thaf,she saidoYeso | g
said,dl think | couldemploy mynaturalcuriosity to being curious about people, and thas==s :
would give me a way to be more open and relaxed with thiieNow my point here is hot so much about her solution,
but about her willingness to become aware of theed or gap in my life whout using it as something against me.

Thered no formulafor how to be aware of the needs or gaps in pedplives but there aresome thinggou can
pay attention to:

e What does someone tell you they need in their life? Wilcbhave told you | wanted to be less stiff and
reserved. | just needeldelp to be more aware of the deeper need or gap was that underlay my stiffness.

e \What topics come up again and again in your conversation? Especially adrsams or longings.

¢ What wonderful things are happening in their livés. inostly taking about needs or gaps where they need
God to make a difference. But definitely celebrate and be thankful withipdopthe wonderful things that
God is already doing to make a difference in their lives.

¢ Do you begin to become awaraf a gapbetween what someone says antiat they do?@ probably saydh
a generous person, biftwe went to dinner togetheryou might observe thath not the personone to
jumpon the check There might be a gap there, between whitlike to be and what | am at the moment. If
so, that would be a wonderful place for Jesus to make a difference in my life.

Now here® theproblem This all sounds like it codl be pretty judgmentakspecially that last item about observing
the gaps between what someone says and what theyldesri it? If youe out there spying on your frien@problems,
looking forgaps between what #y say and what they do, th@fpretty spooky, isé@it? It soundkind of like spiritual

‘ stalking.Your friends would be horrified if they thant thafs what you were doing all the timeSay
@ you go out for an ice cream, and you fnie is thinking tchimself ol know Will is always looking for
gaps between what | say and what | do. Now | told him once thyatfavorite flavor is chocolate. If |

order a rum raisinis he going to start thirikg ,&@h, there® a gap: says he likes chocolate, but
orders rum raisin, hmmm maybe that shows some deep iramesiety about his relationship thihis
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father, like a dried up fruit embedded in a frigid alcoholic matrix, and somehow that means | need to

repent andbeg Jesus to have mercy onénéy?

Well, actually if your friends thouglypu were thinking thingske that they wouldrd be horrified; theylil just stop
being your friend. If thei® even a hint of judgmentalism in the way yolore how following Jesus could make a
difference in your friends livethe hint of judgmentalisiwill destroy everything. | ddhjust mean judgentalismin the
way youtalk about following Jesusith your friends, | mean even in the way ythinkabout folowing Jesusf you even
think judgnentally about your friendyoude dead in the water.

So heré the dilemma. If you want tbe ready to help someaexplore how following Jesus could make a
differencein their life, youhave to have an accurate awareness of what could be better in their life. But agsgmu
start paying attention to what cdd be better insomeones life, youe on the verge of being judgmental of them. And as
soon as yo@e judgmentabf them, youde deadin the water. So unless yde some kind of superhumamho® able to
be aware othe gaps in peopte lives, but at the same time berapletely norjudgmentalyoudie stuck. What can you
do?

How about this: how about gettingelfip from someone who is a suptiumansomeone who is able to be aware of
the gaps in peopte livesyet alsobe completelynonjudgmentalW ho |
You judge by human standards; mean isebus.Jesus was always completely aware of the gaps in getipés,
| pass judgment on no one. of the ways their lives could beetter, but he was also completely non

John 8:15| judgmental.How about getting help from Jesus whenever you think about
how following Jesus could make a difference in som&diie?

| did not come to judge the
world, but to save it

John 12:47,




Now to do this, you dori have to be as wisas Jesus. You déimave be as compassionagsdiscerningas
emotionally intelligent, as ptwvgetheras Jesus. That would be impossible. Youdduawve to be as wise as Jesus. All you
have to do is turn to Jesus. When you become aware of a gap or a need in &ffiiéadall you have to do is
immediately turn to Jesus and sélythink maybe my friend Harold has a lot of anger aboufétiser, andmaybe that
anger is keeping his life from being as good as it could. Would you please sha&sus, how yd@e already there in
Harold® life, and maybe how yd@a working to make his life better in this respect, and is thengthing | can do to
participate in the difference you want tnake in Harolé life® You see what | mean.ovi dond try to fix Harold& life,
much less judge Hardillie, you just ask Jesus if he would give tf@iprivilegeof seeing wherdisis already present
Harold® life, and maybe how you could be a help to your frieAdd maybehat helpwill turn out to be just continuing
to care about Harold, or to keep praying for him, or maybemething more active like starting a conversatisriaking
some action. Wél talk morein Juneabout what you might or might not do as a help to someone exploring whether
Jesus would maka difference in someoi@life. At this point,dn merely suggesting that the only way t® é#wareand
nonjudgmentals to turn to Jesus and aslesus to show you how he is already there with your friend.

Do you see now why | saithe reason you would even considengagingomeoneabout fdlowing Jesus because
you already care about them, and y&now whaf$ going in their lifeand you have reason to hope that following Jesus
might make their life better in some wayl'hs all depends ogoucaring but on Jesumaking a difference in their life.

Of course this all assumes that by the time you arrive on the scene, Jesus is already there, already in love with the
person, alkeady longing to make a difference in their lifbislis really important. Get this: if ever
you becane aware of a need or a gap in someé@nife, remember that Jesus got there firsods |
is already therdi andif you believe that Jesus is Gddon, then that reans that Jesus is there. |
youde wondering why i% taken me almost to the end of this talk gt around to the title, _
dWhen God gets therefirst®it& because | want this to be what sticks with you. If you rememby:.
one thing from this talk, remember thaily the time you recoge that your friendcould benefit
from following JesuB or simply that there is a need or a gap in your friénlifefi by the time
yourecognize thatGod is already there-orget all the techniqueand the four aspects of life, and™
everything elsede said, but remember this: God always gets there first.

If ever youe tempted to believe that Jesus is presénChristiarsdlives and therefore Christians have the

benefit of Jesus making a difference in their lives, but that Jesus is not present
But God demonstrates his own in non-Christianglivesfi or the lives of people wharend dgood enough
love for us in this: While we Christiansii  resist thetemptatiorl Dond believe it. Jesus is present in Ron
were stil | sinners, Christ died Christianglives too. Jesus makes a difference in-@bmistianglives too.In
for us. fact the reason you would commit yourself to Jesus is becaniseealize
Romans 5:8 ]Icwlgsts already leading you toward where you need to God always gets there

Of course fim not saying that it doeghmake a difference whether you
decide b follow Jesus or not. Jesus is present in your life, whether you follow him or ndtpflmourse following Jesus
is how youget to the destination h@& leading you toward@h simply saying that Jesus is already there trying to lead
everyone towards the destination, not just people who have alreaiiggbthe club.

So bin asking you to engage in a dangerous misgimragking you to care about people, participate in their lives,
and eventually become aware of how following Jesus could makadadifference in their lives. md to do that youdl
have to become aware of the needs or gaps in their Afed as soon as you do that, it will make you judgmental, which
is the one thing that will ruin everything, and make you spilijudgead So the only way to handle it is to immedely
turn to Jesus and ask him to show you how he is already present their life.ndejudging them, & loving them. H&
serving them. And you can have the privilege of asking Jesus how you can love them and serve them as a true friend.
all hirges on you perceiving ho@od has already gotten there first.

And that® where we come to this awesome Psalm that we read before my talk stdttisdentirely about how God
got there first.It& written as being abouimed or d,6 about oneselfdO LORD you havesearchedmeand you knev
me2 .:Yet you can also read it as being about someone you care abOutpRD you have searched Harold and you
know Harold® .6 If you want to recognize how Jesus is already there in the life of someone you care about, dig out this
Psalm and sit down arréad it with them in mindit& all about the intimate ways that God is present in their life,
creating them, caring for them, looking for them, finding theeeing them for who they really are, knowing them
completely. And remember this, knowing all theod and the bad about them silis loved them more thaanoughto
die for them, and for you and mio.



Wede going to end with a 10ninute spiritual practice on this topic. If you want to participate, arrange your chairs
into small goups of 3 to 5 people. Then think of someone you care enough about to hope that Jesus is making a
difference in their life. Codlbe someone who is a follower of Jesus or someone whé. i$hen read this Psalm as
being about themAs you read it, asksod to draw yourattentionto one ofthe phrases or images in the Psalvhen
you finish reaihg it, think about what phrase or image yimibeing drawn to, then go back and read that part of the
Psalntwo more times silently with a pause between each tiBee if God will give you an insight about God is already
present in the perso@ life.How does that affect your perceptiéhDoes it shortcircuit your tendency to be
judgmentalThen if you want, share it witthe rest of your grogp.



